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SERMON. 


PSALM  cxix,  96. 

I  HAVE    SEEN    AN    END    OF  AIL    PERFECTION,    BUT    THY 
COMMANDMENT   IS    EXCEEDING  BROAD. 

THE  psalm,  in  which  these  words  are  recorded,  is, 
unquestionably,  the  production  of  David.  That  spirit 
of  meek  and  heavenly  devotion,  which  breathes 
through  every  part  of  it,  and  the  consolation,  which 
the  writer,  in  his  various  conditions,  derived  from  the 
contemplation  of  the  law  and  the  testimonies,  irresist- 
ibly lead  our  minds  to  him,  as  the  author  of  it,  whose 
meat  and  drink  it  was  to  do  the  will  of  God, 

David,  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  had  expe- 
rienced no  ordinary  vicissitudes.  He  knew  what  it  is 
to  be  humbled,  and  what  it  is  to  be  exalted;  what  it  is 
to  enjoy  the  presence  of  God,  and  what  it  is  to 
be  forsaken  of  him,  to  be  deprived  of  the  light  of 
his  reconciled  countenance,  and  to  endure  the  poig- 
nancy of  the  deepest  guilt.  He  was  raised  up  for  the 
instruction  and  comfort  of  the  church,  to  furnish  ages 
to  come  with  a  standing  memorial  of  human  frailty 
and  dependence;  of  the  wisdom,  the  justice,  and  the 
mercy  of  God;  and  of  his  faithfulness  to  those  who 
put  their  trust  in  him. 

He  was  taken  from  the  shepherd's  tent,  and  placed 
upon  the  throne:  he  swayed  the  sceptre  over  the  first 
kingdom  on  earth:  he  was  richly  endued  with  the 


uisdom  wliicJi  is  from  above.      lie  had  learned    from 
the  teachings  of  God's  Spirit,  as  well  as  from  I) is  own 
experience,  the  frail  foundation   of  our   fairest  hope 
the  emptiness  and  vanity  of  our  moat  eagerly  coveted 
possessions  to  the  mind  suffering  under  affliction,  or 
thirsting  after  righteousness;  and  the  incompetency  of 
human  reason  to  discover  the  character,  the  law.  and 
the  purposes  of  God;  and  the  method  in   which  he 
can  be  just,  while  he  justifieth  the  ungodly;  while  in 
the  word  of  God  he  found  enduring  substance;  hope 
and  consolation  under  the  severest  trials;  and  that  to 
serve  and  enjoy  him  is  the  highest,  the  only  true  feli- 
city, as  well  as  tJie  chief  end  of  man.     Here  he  found 
a  joy,  ivith  which  no  stranger  intermeddieth ;  a  foun- 
dation never  to  be  removed;  a  source  of  happiness, 
pure,  sublime,  and  inexhaustible.     Or,  enlightened  by 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  he  looks  beyond  the  last  con- 
vulsions of  the  universe;  he  beholds  the  world,  and 
all  that  is  therein  swept  from  existence,  and   become 
as  "the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision;"  while  the  throne 
of  God  endures,  and  millions  of  glorified  spirits  are 
worshipping  before  it,  and  growing  through  endless 
ages,  in  knowledge,  in  holiness,  and  felicity. 

Standing  on  this  elevated  ground,  surveying  the 
present,  and  the  past,  and  contemplating  the  boundless 
and  enrapturing  scenes  of  the  future,  he  breaks  forth 
in  the  emphatic  exclamation,  /  have  seen  an  end  of  all 
perfection,  but  thy  commandment  is  exceeding  broad. 
Judging  from  the  life  and  character  of  this  holy 
man  of  God,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  to  perfection,  as 
here  used  by  him,  is  to  be  attributed  the  comprehen- 
sive sense  which  has  been  given  it — that  it  embraces 
whatever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  is  good,  great, 
or  excellent. 
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But  the  principal  truth  suggested,  is,  I  apprehend, 
that  man  of  himself,  in  his  present  condition  of  degen- 
eracy and  darkness,  can  but  imperfectly  understand 
the  character  of  God;  the  requirements  of  the  divine 
law;  and  consequently  his  own  duty;— that  the  most 
laborious  researches  of  human  reason,  respecting  the 
future  world,  and  our  condition  there,  are  doubtful  and 
unavailing— and  that  to  the  word  of  God  alone  we 
are  indebted,  for  all  certainty  and  hope  upon  this  in- 
teresting subject. 

Whether  man  has  any  rational  prospect  of  existence 
after  death,  and,  if  he  has,  by  what  means  his  endless 
felicity  may  be  secured,  are  inquiries  immensely  im- 
portant. In  the  doctrine  of  annihilation,  there  is 
something  so  repulsive,  so  abhorrent  to  our  feelings, 
that  the  man  is  rarely  found,  who  has  the  stu- 
pidity, or  the  hardihood  to  embrace  it.  Some  have 
contented  themselves  with  the  opinion,  that  man,  with 
respect  to  the  prospects  of  existence  hereafter,  has  no 
preeminence  above  the  brute;  while  others  treating 
the  doctrines  of  the  <wordoj  life,  as  a  mere  human  in- 
vention, as  at  best  but  a  cunningly  devised  fable,  have 
contended,  that  reason  alone,  from  the  creation  and 
government  of  God,  may  derive  all  the  knowledge 
that  is  necessary  both  for  our  present  and  future  well- 
being. 

You  will  not  expect  of  me,  in  a  single  discourse,  an 
elaborate  deduction  of  arguments  in  defence  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  If,  however,  it  should  be  made  to 
appear,  that  doctrines,  essential  to  our  temporal  and 
eternal  felicity,  are  no  where  else  taught;  and  if  they 
are,  that  they  are  taught  so  obscurely,  or  accompanied 
with  sanctions  so  impotent,  as  to  have  no  constraining 
influence  upon  the  conscience,  it  must  be  acknowledg 


ed,  that  revelation  is  a  blessing  beyond  all  price — that 
to  reject  it,  is  to  insult  Jehovah,  and  to  trifle  with  the 
soul — and  that  the  obligations  of  those  who  are  favor- 
ed  with  the  privileges  of  revelation,  to  extend  them  to 
the  destitute,  as  God  may  give  them  opportunity,  can- 
not be  dispensed  with,  but  with  deep  criminality. 

In  Jehovah  are  combined  whatever  attributes  are 
great,  exalted,  or  lovely.  He  is  the  author  of  being, 
and  the  source  of  excellence  and  blessedness.  In 
him,  therefore,  must  all  our  duties  and  affections  cen- 
tre. But  without  knowing  his  character,  we  can 
never  perform  our  duties  to  him;  and  without  the  per- 
formance of  our  duties,  there  can  be  no  hopes  of  ac- 
ceptance. All  our  attempts  to  serve  him,  for  ought 
we  can  prove  to  the  contrary,  must  be  utterly  in  vain. 
But  of  the  character  of  God  reason  furnishes  no  sat- 
isfactory discoveries;  at  least,  no  such  discoveries  as 
are  necessary  to  a  cordial  reliance  on  his  wisdom,  his 
mercy,  and  his  justice. 

The  consciousness  which  every  man  possesses  of 
his  own  existence,  must  lead  him  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  a  self-existent  and  eternal  cause;  and  of  the 
intelligence,  power,  and  other  natural  perfections,  of 
that  cause.  To  the  man  capable  of  tracing  the  argu- 
ment, and  susceptible  of  conviction,  the  conclusion  is 
irresistible.  He  cannot  reject  it,  without  rejecting  the 
laws  of  reason  and  common  sense. 

The  arguments  derived  from  reason,  in  proof  of  the 
moral  attributes  of  God,  have  been  viewed  by  many 
great  and  good  men  as  vague  and  unsatisfactory.  But 
admitting  the  eternity  of  his  being,  his  independence, 
his  unlimited  power  and  intelligence,  which  we  have 
no  means  of  avoiding,  I  see  no  reason,  that  infinite 
wisdom,  justice,  holiness  and  truth,  should  not  appear 


to  be  essential  parts  of  his  character.  At  any  rate, 
that  we  have  no  proof  to  the  contrary  will  not  be 
questioned.  And  it  seems  as  if  all  wisdom,  goodness, 
and  mercy,  must  emanate  from  him,  as  the  source, 
not  only  of  natural,  but  of  moral  excellence;  and  that 
to  render  to  all  his  intelligent  creatures  according  t© 
their  works.and  to  give  existence  to  the  highest  possi- 
ble  happiness,  must  be  his  delight,  and  his  sole  object 
in  their  creation.  That  a  being  absolutely  independ- 
ent, and  consummate  in  knowledge  and  power,  should 
be  actuated  by  a  different  motive,  is,  in  the  view  of 
common  sense,  wholly  inconceivable. 

But  after  all,  whether  man,  without  previous  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  this  infinitely  great,  perfect 
and  glorious  being,  and  without  being  influenced  by  a 
supernatural  love  of  divine  truth,  would  ever  be  indu- 
ced to  such  a  series  of  arguments,  as  would  conduct 
him  to  this  conclusion,  is  extremely  problematical 
For  to  prove  the  doctrine  by  abstract  reasoning,  when 
assured  by  revelation  of  its  truth  and  importance,  and 
to  prove  it  in  the  same  way,  while  a  matter  of  conjec- 
ture, or  curiosity  merely,  are  undertakings  widely  dif- 
ferent. 

The  appearances  of  design  and  of  final  causes? 
which  are  every  where  visible  in  the  creation  and  gov- 
ernment of  God,  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  his  ex- 
istence. But  that  the  human  mind,  from  arguments 
drawn  from  this  source  alone,  would  ever  be  led  to 
imagine  that  he  is  infinitely  holy,  just  and  good,  is  far 
fr.m  being  probable.  That  he  delights  in  the  happi- 
ness of  his  creatures,  rather  than  in  their  misery,  is  ev- 
ident from  the  capacities  with  which  they  are  endow- 
ed, and  from  the  provision  which  he  has  made  for 
them;  and  that  he  is  a  hater  of  sin,  and  a  lover  of 
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truth  and  righteousness,  is,  from  the  dealings  of  his 
providence  equally  obvious.  But  that  sin  and  suffering 
are  essential  to  happiness  we  could  never  apprehend. 
To  reconcile  with  the  character  of  a  God  of  boundless 
power,  wisdom  and  goodness,  the  existence  of  natural 
and  moral  evil,  in  a  system  which  he  has  formed,  and 
which  he  supports  and  governs,  is  a  problem  that  rea- 
son, unassisted,  has  no  means  of  solving.  Never 
could  she  be  freed  from  doubt  and  perplexity  on  this 
subject,  until  God,  in  a  voice  from  which  there  could 
be  no  appeal,  should  proclaim  from  the  heavens,  that 
all  things  shall  work  together  for  the  highest  happiness 
ol  his  creation,  and  for  the  promotion  of  his  glory. 

But  granting  that  we  are  capable  of  acquiring  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  character  of  God;  yet  without 
a  knowledge  of  our  own  character  and  condition, 
without  knowing  in  what  our  own  interest,  and  the 
interests  of  others,  consists,  we  should  have  no  assu- 
rance that  we  could  worship  him  acceptably;  and  but 
little  encouragement  to  attempt  to  worship  him  at  alL 
We  should  naturally  conclude,  that  to  seek  and  pro- 
mote our  own  happiness  and  that  of  others,  as  well  as 
to  serve  God,  would  be  our  indispensable  duty;  and 
that  a  due  regard  to  our  own  and  others'  happiness 
would  be  essential  to  such  a  service.  But  the  true  in- 
terest of  any  being  we  can  never  comprehend,  until 
we  are  acquainted  with  his  destiny.  We  must  first 
know  the  duration  of  his  existence.  The  character  of 
God  alone  furnishes  us  with  no  certainty  in  this  case. 
Such  is  our  ignorance  of  the  purposes  of  perfect  wis- 
dom and  benevolence,  that,  for  ought  we  can  deter- 
mine, all  the  designs  of  the  divine  government,  with 
respect  to  us,  may  be  answered  by  our  present  exis- 
tence.    Imagination,   it  is  true,   would   stretch  hei 
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views  beyond  this  transient  scene,  and  reason,  in  some 
degree,  might  indulge  the  conjecture,  that  the  present 
life  is  but  the  threshold  of  our  being,  and  that  we  are 
to  exist  in  a  state,  hereafter,  more  favorable  to  im- 
provement and  happiness.  Bat  in  regard  to  that 
world,  into  which  death  must  introduce  us,  the  heav- 
ens and  the  earth  are  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Never 
have  they  reflected  on  this  subject,  from  the  great 
source  of  moral  light,  one  unclouded  ray.  Beyond 
the  grave  all  is  darkness.  That  region  of  being  rea- 
son has  no  powers  of  exploring;  she  may  wander  and 
wander  there,  but  she  must  wander  in  endless  night. 
Until  we  can  fully  and  distinctly  comprehend  the  na- 
ture of  death — in  what  it  consists — what  are  the  pow- 
ers of  the  soul — how  it  exists — and  whether  its  disso- 
lution is  necessarily  involved  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
body;  all  our  inquiries  must  be  futile  and  hopeless. 

And  could  we  obtain  demonstrative  evidence,  that 
the  living  and  vital  principle  has  no  necessary  connex- 
ion with  matter;  that  there  is  nothing  in  death,  which 
tends,  in  the  least  degree,  to  its  destruction;  it  would 
by  no  means  follow,  as  an  unavoidable  consequence, 
that  we  shall  survive  the  convulsion,  in  which  our 
corporeal  powers  must  perish.  Analogy,  I  grant, 
would  afford  a  presumptive  argument,  that  such  would 
be  the  fact;  but  it  would  be  merely  presumptive. 

But  supposing  a  state  of  future  being  established—. 
what,  let  me  ask,  will  be  our  condition  there  ?  Rea- 
son can  give  no  answer  to  the  question.  We  may, 
perhaps,  be  placed  in  circumstances  far  more  exalted 
than  those  in  which  we  are  at  present.  Or,  as  mil- 
lions before  us  have  imagined,  our  intellectual  and  im- 
perishable principle,  after  all  our  inquiries,  maybe  des- 
tined to  animate  other  bodies  of  an  endless  variety, 
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and  in  endless  succession.  In  such  a  state  of  impervi- 
ous darkness,  how  is  man  to  discover  his  duty?  what 
are  his  supreme  interests?  and  in  what  manner  those 
interests  may  be  secured? 

But  yielding  the  character  of  God;  the  require- 
ments of  his  holy  law;  the  manner  in  which  he  is  to  be 
worshipped;  and  the  future  being  of  the  soul — grant 
reason  capable  of  gaining  a  distinct  and  satisfactory 
knowledge  of  these  doctrines — we  should  still  have  no 
assurance  that  the  most  laborious  and  painful  services, 
which  we  could  render,  would  be  acceptable  to  him. 
We  should  have  strong  grounds  to  fear,  that  all  our 
attempts  to  worship  him  would  prove  but  a  vain  obla- 
tion. That  we  are  in  a  state  of  degeneracy,  enemies 
to  the  God  who  made  us,  and  objects  of  his  just  dis- 
pleasure, is  a  truth  which  sober  reason  has  seldom 
questioned.  Among  Pagans  and  Mahometans,  Jews 
and  Christians,  few  have  been  so  brutish  as  to  be  in- 
sensible of  it,  and  so  stupid  and  hardened  in  trans- 
gression, as  to  be  unwilling  to  acknowledge  it.  It  is 
a  truth  of  which  every  man,  who  reflects  upon  the  pu-> 
rity  and  holiness  of  God's  character,  and  watches  with 
care  the  emotions  of  his  own  heart,  must  have  self- 
evident  and  painful  conviction. 

With  this  burden  of  guilt  upon  his  conscience,  how 
shall  the  sinner  come  before  God? 

That  it  is  inconsistent  with  absolute  and  perfect  jus- 
tice to  forgive  sin,  without  an  atonement,  is  the  voice 
of  nature  herself.  As  far  as  cur  knowledge  of  the 
heathen  world  extends,  it  is  a  universal  sentiment,  that 
without  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission. 

Entire  and  unconditional  obedience  is  what  the  law 
of  God  constantly  and  inflexibly  requires;  and  the 
perfect  performance  of  our  duty,  granting  it  possible, 
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can  do  nothing  towards  extenuating  the  guilt  of  past 
transgressions.  In  this  condition,  what  ground  of 
encouragement  has  the  offender  to  look  to  God  for 
his  pardon  and  blessing?  How  can  he  dare  to  hope 
for  the  favor  of  that  infinitely  righteous  and  holy  Be- 
ing, whose  mercies  he  has  abused;  whose  laws  he  has 
transgressed;  and  for  which  transgression,  he  has  not 
the  ability  of  making  the  smallest  satisfaction?  Until 
God  then  in  boundless  wisdom  and  compassion  should 
provide  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  make  us  acquainted 
with  that  sacrifice,  in  vain  would  be  our  most  labori- 
ous researches. 

Of  the  institution  of  such  a  method  for  our  redemp- 
tion, unenlightened  reason  could  form  no  conception. 
Never  could  she  assure  us  the  remission  of  a  single 
transgression,  or  banish  from  the  grave  its  darkness 
and  despair. 

From  reason  let  us  appeal  to  facts.  What  opinions 
have  the  heathen  entertained  on  this  subject?  and 
wrhat  are  the  practices  which  have  accompanied  those 
opinions?  No  well  informed  man,  who  is  without 
prejudice,  will  doubt,  that  for  their  most  correct  and 
exalted  sentiments  respecting  the  character  of  God, 
his  government,  the  manner  in  which  he  is  to  be  wor- 
shipped, and  a  future  state,  the  wisest  and  best  of  the  an- 
cient philosophers  were  greatly  indebted  to  revelation. 

It  is  a  fact,  not  to  be  controverted,  that  the  seventh 
day,  in  every  age,  and  in  well-nigh  every  country,  has 
been  regarded  with  peculiar  veneration.  Philo  af- 
firms, it  was  so  generally  observed,  that  it  was  denom- 
inated the  universal  festival.  Hesiod,  Homer  and  Li- 
nus, who  were  among  the  earliest  of  the  Greek  wri- 
ters, taught  the  same  doctrine;  and  that,  on  that  day, 
all  things  were  perfected.     Without  the  supposition  of 
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a  revelation,  to  account  for  the  union  of  sentiment  on 
this  subject,  among  nations  who  were  widely  separa- 
ted, and  without  any  knowledge  of  each  other,  and 
indeed  to  account  for  the  practice  at  all,  is,  in  my 
opinion  totally  impossible. 

The  existence  of  certain  traditions,  which  have  been 
discovered  by  modern  travellers,  is  in  no  way  explica- 
ble, but  by  the  admission  of  supernatural  instructions 
to  the  first  parents  of  mankind,  or  to  their  immediate 
descendants,  which  have  been  corrupted  and  obscured 
through  the  lapse  of  ages. 

The  philosophers  themselves,  it  is  certain,  did  not 
rely,  with  much  confidence,  on  the  deductions  of  rea- 
son. For  no  small  number  of  the  most  eminent  of 
them,  as  Thales,  Pythagoras,  and  Plato,  who  were 
among  the  founders  of  the  Greek  philosophy,  spent 
the  most  of  their  lives  in  seeking  information  in  those 
countries,  which  possessed  unquestionably,  from  their 
local  situation  and  character,  the  most  accurate  tradi- 
tions of  the  primitive  revelation. 

Let  it  be  granted,  however,  that  the  doctrines  of  the 
ancient  heathen,  and  the  customs  that  sprung  from 
them,  were  derived  immediately  from  the  light  of  na- 
ture— it  must  still  be  acknowledged  that  farther  in- 
structions from  God  are  essentially  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  render  him  an  acceptable  service.  The  opinions 
of  their  most  distinguished  teachers,  touching  the  char- 
acter of  God,  were  fundamentally  erroneous.  They 
had  no  settled  and  steady  belief  in  the  unity  of  the  di- 
vine nature. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  man,  independently  of 
revelation,  has  ever  been  able  to  reason  himself  into 
a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine.  And  it  is  a 
fact,  that  many  men  of  good  natural  endowments 
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have  grown  up  to  years  of  maturity,  without  a  single 
conception  of  the  existence  of  God.  When  we  con- 
sider that  the  human  heart  is  radically  opposed  to  the 
purity  and  holiness  of  the  divine  character;  that  we 
are  much  more  inclined  to  lose  the  good  impressions 
that  are  imprinted  there,  than  to  cultivate  and 
strengthen  them;  and  that  multitudes,  who  from  child- 
hood had  been  taught  the  solemn  truths  of  Christiani- 
ty, have,  notwithstanding,  lived  day  after  day,  and 
year  after  year,  in  habitual  neglect  of  their  instruc- 
tions, and  without,  perhaps,  even  the  recollection  that 
there  is  a  God,  we  have  little  ground  for  wonder  on 
this  subject.  But  without  a  firm  conviction  of  the 
unity  of  God,  all  our  reasonings  respecting  his  charac- 
ter must  be  fallacious;  and  our  hopes  unavailing. 

Polytheism  has  been  the  universal  religion  of  the 
Gentiles.  Although  some  of  their  wise  men  appear, 
at  times,  to  have  reasoned  with  a  good  degree  of  cor- 
rectness on  the  unity  and  other  attributes  of  the  God- 
head, yet  it  is  evident,  they  treated  with  little  defer- 
ence their  own  conclusions. 

Whatever  they  may  have  been  in  theory,  they  were 
in  practice  all  polytheists.  To  the  sun,  the  moon  and 
the  stars;  nay  to  men  who  were  deceased,  and  even  to 
the  base  and  creeping  things  of  the  earth,  were  as- 
cribed the  perfections  of  the  Almighty,  Them  they 
venerated;  to  them  they  offered  their  devotions;  and 
to  them  they  looked,  as  to  the  powers,  who  were  to 
guard  and  to  bless  them.  Many  of  their  gods,  as  they 
believed,  were  generated  and  born.  They  ate,  they 
drank,  they  rioted,  they  lived,  they  died,  like  men. 
Righteousness,  truth,  and  holiness  constituted  no  part 
of  their  character.  Jealousy,  wrath,  cruelty  and  re- 
venge were,  their  prominent  attributes.     They  gener- 
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ated  hatred  and  feuds  among  men;  became  partisans 
in  their  strifes;  and  slandered,  vilified,  and  quarrelled 
with  each  other,  with  the  rancor  and  malice  of  fiends. 

According  to  the  creed  of  their  worshippers,  Bacchus 
was  a  notorious  drunkard;  Venus  a  courtezan;  Juno 
the  wife  of  her  brother;  and  Jupiter,  to  whom  was  at- 
tributed a  kind  of  priority  in  rank  and  dominion,  was 
defiled  with  murder  and  the  most  abominable  incest. 

Rome,  as  we  are  informed  by  Cicero,  worshipped  no 
less  than  three  hundred  deities,  who  were  wrathful, 
cruel,  implacable,  and  guilty  of  the  grossest  fraud, 
treachery  and  violence. 

Their  notions  respecting  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
state  were  not  less  erroneous.  No  small  portion  of 
them  rejected  the  doctrine  altogether;  and  declared 
that  to  eat  and  to  drink,  to  indulge  his  appetites  and 
passions,  is  the  highest  felicity  of  man,  and  the  sole 
purpose  of  his  existence.  Even  those,  who  wished  for 
proof  on  this  subject,  appear  to  have  viewed  it,  after 
all  their  researches,  as  extremely  doubtful;  and  ex- 
pressed it,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  must  ever  remain  so, 
unless  man  should  receive  further  instruction  from  the 
gods.  Cicero,  having  advanced  all  the  arguments 
which  he  could  produce  in  favor  of  it,  acknowledges, 
nevertheless,  that  many  eminent  philosophers  were  of 
a  different  opinion.  Which  of  these  opinions  is  true, 
says  he,  some  god  must  inform  us.  Socrates,  who 
has  been  reputed,  perhaps  justly,  the  wisest  of  them 
all,  declares,  that  on  this  point,  he  was  far  from  being 
confident;  and  that  it  was  by  no  means  becoming  a 
wise  man  to  be  so. 

Their  rulers  and  wise  men  had  little  regard  for  the 
intrinsic  excellency  of  religion.  They  viewed  it  as  an 
engine  of  civil  government,  principally;  and  in  this  re- 
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spect,  as  highly  important.  In  every  country,  which 
they  visited,  no  matter  how  absurd  the  tenets  which 
were  embraced,  or  how  inconsistent  with  their  own, 
they  enjoined  upon  the  populace  submission  and  rev- 
erence to  the  gods,  who  were  there  worshipped,  and 
the  observance  of  the  religious  rites,  that  were  there 
established. 

The  absurd  and  contradictory  doctrines,  and  the 
various,  and,  in  many  instances,  gross  and  sensual 
modes  of  worship  which  prevailed,  are  a  standing  and 
irrefragable  proof  of  their  ignorance  of  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  must 
be  adored.  Socrates,  Plato,  Cicero,  and  others,  frank- 
ly confessed  their  ignorance.  The  more  they  endeav- 
ored to  investigate  the  subject;  the  method  in  which 
they  could  find  audience  with  God,  and  every  question 
relating  to  the  future  world,  the  greater,  they  acknowl- 
edged, were  their  perplexities. 

The  correctness  of  the  account  given  by  the  Apos- 
tle, in  the  first  chapter  to  the  Romans,  of  the  lives  of 
the  ancient  heathen,  is  abundantly  attested  by  the  phi- 
losophers and  poets  of  their  own  times.  The  charac- 
ters here  drawn,  you  will  remember,  are  the  characters 
of  their  wisest  men.  And  what  were  they?  knaves, 
idolaters,  sodomites,  murderers,  self-destroyers,  and 
haters  of  God. 

In  Athens,  Corinth,  and  Rome,  the  lights  of  the  Pa- 
gan world,  vices  of  the  utmost  grossness  and  obsceni- 
ty were  practised,  with  impunity,  and  without  shame. 
Among  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  at  the  period  of 
their  highest  refinement  in  manners  and  in  literature, 
lewdness  was  not  permitted  merely,  but  encouraged, 
by  the  civil  authority.  In  some  cities  of  Greece,  even 
sodomy  was  legalized;  and  female  fidelity,  in  obedi- 
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ence  to  the  injunction  of  the  law,  was  offered  up  as  a 
sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  Venus.  In  a  single  temple  in 
Corinth,  as  asserted  by  Strabo,  she  had  devoted  to  her 
a  thousand  priestesses,  who  were  sold  and  prostituted 
in  the  commerce  of  sin.  And  Cyprus,  which  was  sa- 
cred to  her  divinity,  was  little  else  than  one  great 
brothel,  where  character  and  conscience,  without  blush- 
ing, were  bartered  for  gain. 

The  sacred  and  endearing  relations  of  husbands  and 
wives,  of  parents  and  children,  of  neighbors  and  citi- 
zens, on  the  due  obvervance  of  which  depends,  in  so 
eminent  a  degree,  the  happiness  both  of  this  world 
and  the  future,  were  unknown,  or  disregarded.     The 
fruits  of  their  own  loins  were,  in  a  multitude  of  in- 
stances, offered  on  the  altar,  as  an  oblation  to  their  in- 
censed divinities,  or  subjected  as  a  prey  to  the  wild 
beasts,  or  to  the  elements.     And  parents,  who  by  age 
and  infirmities  were  reduced  to  decrepitude  and  help- 
lessness, wrere  not  unfrequently  exposed  to  inevitable 
death,  or  deliberately  murdered  with  the  apathy  of  the 
brute.     The  doctrine,  that  all  men  are  brethren,  and 
entitled  to  compassion   from  each  other,   found  no 
place  in  their  creeds.     Strangers  were  usually  regarded 
as  enemies,  and  treated  as  such.    The  unfortunate  cap- 
tives of  war,  like  beasts  of  the  field,  were  sold  in  the 
market  place  and  doomed  to  hopeless  slavery;  or,  in 
cool  blood,  butchered  without  pity  and  without  remorse. 
And   throughout  the   whole   of  the  ancient   gentile 
wrorld,  po  law  was  ever  enacted,  no  association  ever 
formed,  nor  one  asylum, hospital  or  infirmary  ever  rear- 
ed, as  a  monument  of  regard  for  misfortune  and  woe. 

Paganism,  in  modern  times,  wherever  existing,  is 
universally  of  a  similar  character.  If  in  any  instances 
its  features  have  been  softened,  it  is  owing  solely  to  the 
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rays  which  have  been  shed  upon  it  from  the  Sun  of 
righteousness.  Survey  it  for  a  moment,  as  exhibited 
among  the  barbarous  tribes  of  our  own  country;  the 
besotted  hordes  of  Africa;  or  the  grovelling  millions  of 
Asia;  and  with  what  irresistible  proofs  are  we  pre- 
sented of  its  degeneracy,  and  of  the  necessity  of  rev- 
elation to  direct  man  in  his  duty.  With  few  excep- 
tions, one  impervious  cloud  of  moral  darkness  en- 
velopes all  No  light  from  heaven  is  shed  upon  the 
grave  to  dissipate  Us  gloom.  They  worship  gods, 
but  gods  who  cannot  save  them.  They  offer  incense 
on  their  altars,  but  it  is  incense  to  devils.  Buried  in 
ignorance  and  sottishness,  they  pass  through  life  with- 
out God;  and  without  hope  sink  in  death,  and  go  to 
the  judgment. 

But  lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  benighted  nations!  for 
your  redemption  draweth  nigh.  The  chains  of  Satan 
that  bind  you  shall  be  sundered.  In  the  region  and 
shadow  of  death,  shall  be  heard  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy.  The  song  of  salvation  shall  begin;  the  standard 
of  the  cross  be  reared;  and  perishing  Pagans  shall 
flock  to  it  for  hope,  and  for  heaven. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  Infidels,  with 
one  voice,  have  declared,  that  the  religion  of  nature  is 
the  only  religion  that  is  necessary  for  us;  that  it  fur- 
nishes, without  supernatural  illumination,  ail  the 
knowledge,  that  is  desirable,  of  our  present  and  future 
condition,  of  God  and  ourselves.  Reason  has  been 
eulogized,  exalted,  and  robed  in  the  attributes  of  De- 
ity; and  man,  when  freed  from  the  restraints,  and  ex 
onerated  of  what  they  deem  the  cumberous  and  de- 
grading doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  has  been  exhibited  as 
rising,  by  the  strength  of  his  own  intellect,  and  by  his 
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innate  propensities,  to  dignity,  to  perfection,  and  to 
happiness. 

Granting  infidels  superior  to  the  heathen,  in  the 
consistency  and  sublimity  of  their  doctrines,  and  the 
purity  and  elevation  of  their  morals — to  what,  it  may 
be  asked,  could  such  a  superiority  be  attributed? 
Surely  to  nothing  but  that  light,  which  they  affect  not 
to  see — to  the  influence  of  that  religion,  which  they 
contemn,  and  would  willingly  destroy.  But  reason, 
it  is  contended,  is  progressive,  and  in  her  progress  is 
continually  acquiring  more  just  conceptions  of  God 
and  of  man;  developing  new  motives  and  principles  of 
action;  and  gaining  clearer  discoveries  of  our  duty, 
our  interest,  and  our  happiness.  To  this  cause,  and 
to  this  only,  it  is  asserted,  are  to  be  ascribed  the  supe- 
rior improvement  and  prospects  of  modern  times. 

Whence  is  it  if  this  assertion  be  true,  that  the  Pa- 
gan nations  also  have  not  made  equal  advances  in  civ- 
ilization? 

Fcr  in  every  region,  where  the  temple  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  its  idol  venerated,  no  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  We  behold  the  same  i£- 
norance,  stupidity  and  sottishness,  which  have  degrad- 
ed its  miserable  inhabitants  in  other  ages. 

The  champions  of  infidelity  have  openly  arrogated 
to  themselves  superiority,  in  understanding,  in  wisdom, 
and  in  morals.  But  hath  God  given  them  greater 
strength  of  intellect?  or  have  they  labored  with  greater 
diligence,  or  zeal,  or  self-denial,  or  with  a  more  ardent 
love  of  truth,  in  the  pursuit  of  it?  That  many  of 
them  have  possessed  talents  not  inferior,  perhaps,  to 
those  of  anv  men,  will  not  be  doubted.  Giants  in 
understanding,  with  truth  and  righteousness  for  their 
cause,  they  would  have  been  blessings  to  mankind. 
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Bat  where  are  the  benefits  which  have  redounded 
to  the  world  from  their  boasted  talents  and  exertions? 
Examine  their  creeds,  so  far  as  they  have  formed  any, 
and  you  will  find  them  grossly  inconsistent,  not  with 
each  other  only,  but  with  themselves. 

Of  those  who  are  most  distinguished  for  their  enmi- 
ty to  Christianity,  some  have  been  atheists;  and  have 
blasphemously  ridiculed  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  ex- 
istence. Others,  who  have  embraced  the  doctrine, 
have  denied  the  providence  of  God;  and,  in  their 
imaginations,  have  totally  divested  him  of  his  moral 
perfections.  They  have  taught  that  skepticism  is  the 
true  wisdom  of  man;  and  that  the  first  step  in  a  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  truth,  is  to  doubt  of  every  thing; — 
thai  every  man  must  form  for  himself  a  rule  of  moral 
action;  and  that  this  rule  he  may  vary,  as  circum- 
stances may  dictate; — that  the  belief  of  future  exis* 
tence  is  of  no  use  to  society;  that  all  religions  are 
alike;  and  that  God  has  no  regard  to  the  concerns  of 
men,  and  views  with  total  indifference  their  moral 
conduct; — that  lust  and  anger  are  just  as  innocent  as 
the  thirst  of  a  fever.  Mr.  Hume,  who,  as  to  talents, 
probably  holds  the  fust  rank  among  the  enemies  of 
ihe  cross  of  Christ,  declares,  that  the  Christian  graces, 
humility,  self-denial  and  forgiveness  of  injuries,  are 
base  and  mean-spirited;  that  pride,  revenge,  duelling 
and  self  murder  are  innocent  and  praise- worthy;  and 
that  even  adultery  may  be  practised  without  crime. 
The  author  of  "Christianity  not  founded  on  argument," 
declares,  that  reason  is  never  capable  of  arriving  at 
certainty  about  any  thing;  and  that  truth  and  false- 
hood may  be  equally  proved  by  it;  that  impartial  ex- 
amination cannot  exist,  without  perfect  indifference  to 
both  sides  of  the  question:  that  in  all  cases,  net  self- 
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evident,  a  right  or  wrong  determination,  is  equally 
meritorious  and  commendable;  and  that  to  reason 
with  men  is  just  as  absurd,  as  to  attempt  to  reason 
with  asses.  Yet  this  very  man,  as  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  has  attempted  to  convince  mankind,  and  by 
reasoning  too,  that  Christianity  is  not  founded  on 
argument. 

As  the  principles  of  men  are  the  directory  of  their 
actions,  and  as  their  conduct  is  seldom,  if  ever,  more 
rigid  than  their  principles,  it  is  not  difficult  to  con- 
ceive what  must  have  been  the  lives  of  those,  who 
have  deliberately  espoused  and  advocated  such  doc- 
trines. Their  biographers  inform  us,  as  well  as  com- 
mon tradition,  that  they  were,  in  general,  what  we 
should  expect  them  to  be — proud,  over  reaching, 
haughty,  arrogant,  implacable,  open  revilers  of  God, 
guilty  of  cruelty,  revenge,  and  ungovernable  licentious- 
ness; and  no  small  number  of  them,  of  duelling  and 
self  murder. 

With  such  guides,  how  dark  and  cheerless  would 
be  our  condition \  What  could  we  believe,  or  how 
should  we  conduct  ourselves?  Who  among  them, 
granting  his  instructions  sufficient  to  direct  us  in  our 
duty,  could  claim  such  preeminence,  as  to  entitle 
him,  in  opposition  to  others,  to  our  implicit  confi- 
dence? God,  if  their  principles  be  correct,  has  no 
claim  to  our  love,  our  veneration,  or  our  prayers. 
Reason,  say  they,  is  our  only  directory;  yet  reason 
conducts  us,  with  equal  certainty,  to  truth  and  to 
falsehood.  It  may  prove  any  thing;  consequently 
can  be  trusted  in  nothing. 

We  are  left  without  restraint  from  the  hopes  of 
heaven,  or  the  fears  of  hell.  Every  tie  which  should 
bind  us  to  God  and  to  man  is  sundered.     Made  mere 
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animals  in  understanding,  as  well  as  in  passion  and 
pleasure;  impelled  by  no  motives,  but  appetite  and 
sense,  we  wander,  without  a  centre  to  attract  our  af- 
fections, and  without  light  to  cheer,  to  animate,  and  to 
invigorate  our  hopes. 

Were  your  neighbor,  your  parent,  or  your  child, 
given  up  to  the  control  of  such  principles,  what  confi- 
dence could  you  repose  in  him? 

A  stranger  to  restraint,  insensible  to  remorse,  indis- 
criminate plunder,  havoc,  and  bloodshed  wTouldbehis 
pastime.  Granting  a  society  under  such  an  influence; 
a  society? — among  men  of  such  principles  nothing  de- 
serving the  name  could  exist;  for  the  hand  of  every 
man  would  be  lifted  with  violence  against  his  neigh- 
bor. And  what  would  be  the  consequences  were  a 
nation,  or  a  world,  released  from  its  moral  and  relig- 
ious obligations? 

I  need  not  ask  you  what  would  be  the  consequences. 
Humanity  has  beheld  them  with  dismay;  and  angels, 
if  possible,  have  looked  down  with  pity  upon  the  de- 
solation, and  wept  for  the  degeneracy  and  miseries  of 
man. 

Turn  your  attention  to  infidel  France — mark  the 
horrors  of  that  tremendous  revolution,  in  which  the 
Almighty,  in  his  wrath,  gave  her  up  a  prey  to  her  own 
delusions,  and  drenched  her  in  blood.  Behold  reason 
invested  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  Eternal — the  sab- 
bath of  the  Lord  abolished — death  decreed  an  endless 
sleep — her  priests  butchered— her  temples  and  her  al- 
tars demolished — and  scarce  a  vestige  left  to  admonish 
the  stranger,  that  Jehovah  was  once  her  God. 

Bmold  her  inhabitants,  with  the  rage  of  fiends, 
rushing  upon  each  other  to  rend  and  to  destroy,  and 
this  favored  inheritance  of  their  fathers  literally  con- 
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verted  into  a  field  of  slaughter.  And  see  this  resistless 
torrent  rolling,  and  rolling,  prostrating  thrones  and 
empires,  in  its  course,  and  filling  Europe  with  wailing, 
and  the  world  with  consternation. 

And  are  such,  Deified  Reason!  thy  trophies?  Are 
these  the  blessings,  which  a  renunciation  of  the  exist- 
ence of  God,  and  the  annihilation  of  his  altars,  were 
to  usher  upon  the  world? 

Overwhelmed  with  alarm — amazed  at  this  moral 
and  physical  desolation — whither  shall  the  good  man 
flee  for  consolation? — He  repairs  to  the  Oracles  of 
Truth — he  lays  hold  on  their  promises — his  faith  sus- 
tains him — the  hail  and  the  tempest  roar  around  him, 
but  he  fears  nothing — for  the  Almighty  is  his  rock. 

Let  the  Scriptures  be  embraced  as  the  word  of  God, 
and  we  have  a  standard  of  faith  and  practice  which 
will  never  fail  us.  For  thy  commandment,  Mighty 
God!  is  exceeding  broad.  It  is  broad  enough  for 
time  and  eternity.  It  furnishes  us  with  a  directory 
both  for  this  world  and  the  next,  and  presents  to  us  the 
path  that  conducts  to  peace,  to  glory,  and  to  endless 
life.  We  no  longer  seek  in  vain  for  an  object  worthy 
our  supreme  love  and  veneration. 

The  Jehovah  of  the  Scriptures  is  one  God,  existing 
in  three  persons;  the  same  in  substance,  equal  in 
power  and  in  glory  This  self-existent,  glorious,  and 
incomprehensible  Being  possesses  in  himself  every  at- 
tribute that  is  great,  excellent,  or  lovelj7 — infinite  wis- 
dom to  contrive;  consummate  benevolence  to  prompt 
him  to  action;  and  boundless  might  to  execute  his 
purposes.  Existing  from  everlasting  to  everlasting— 
the  author  of  all  thing — the  upholder  of  all  things, 
and  controlling  all  events  according  to  the  counsel  oi 
his  own  will,  and  for  his  own  slorv. 
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His  almighty  power,  his  omniscience,  his  immuta- 
bility, his  justice  and  his  holiness  combined,  claim  our 
exclusive  love  and  homage,  and  entitle  him  to  our  im- 
plicit confidence. 

His  existence  and  the  truth  of  his  word  acknowl- 
edged—the hypotheses  of  philosophy  respecting  the 
nature  of  the  gods,  the  origin  of  the  universe,  and  the 
introduction  of  evil,  sink  into  oblivion.  Before  the 
light  of  revelation,  they  vanish  as  the  shadows  of  the 
niodit.  Faith  hears  the  declaration,  God  said,  let  there 
be  light,  and  there  was  light,  and  is  satisfied. 

The  believer  is  no  longer  harassed  with  doubts  and 
perplexities,  from  the  turmoil  and  distresses  of  the 
world;  from  the  triumphs  of  vice,  or  the  sufferings  of 
virtue. 

He  is  assured  that  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reign- 
eth,  and  that  justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation 
of  his  throne;  that  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the 
which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness;  and 
that  he  will  cause  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him. 

Revelation,  w7hile  it  confirms  the  arguments  addu- 
ced by  reason  in  proof  of  our  depravity  and  guilt,  and 
of  our  exposure  to  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  does 
not,  like  reason,  leave  us  in  ignorance  of  the  method 
of  salvation.  The  Scriptures  remove  every  doubt  re- 
specting our  character  and  condition.  They  reveal  to 
us  the  manner,  in  which  the  favor  of  God  has  been 
forfeited,  and  his  displeasure  incurred;  and  the  means, 
by  which  his  favor  may  be  regained,  and  his  dis- 
pleasure averted.  The  believer  looks  to  the  Lamb  of 
God.  which  takel/i  away  the  sin  of  the  world,  and  be- 
holds in  him  his  propitiation,  his  hope,  and  his  re- 
joicing. Through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  the 
God-Man  Mediator,  he  finds  ground  of  acceptance 
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with  the  Father.  While  the  exercises  of  his  own 
heart  teach  the  awakened  sinner  that  he  is  a  child  of 
wrrath,  polluted  with  vile  affections,  and  laden  with 
guilt,  he  seeks  in  vain  for  deliverance  from  his  pollu- 
tion; till  God  assures  him  in  his  word,  that  he  hath 
sent  down  his  Almighty  Spirit  to  purge  away  his  sins, 
to  purify  him  from  all  uncleanness,  and  to  transform 
him  into  his  glorious  image. 

Revelation  makes  us  acquainted  with  our  relation 
to  each  other.  For  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations  of  men,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 
earth.  It  breaks  down  those  walls  of  partition  which 
have  existed  for  ages,  and  introduces  to  each  other 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  Greeks  and  Barbarians,  bond  and 
free,  all  as  children  of  the  same  common  parent;  as 
members  of  the  same  family;  as  candidates  for 
the  same  immortality;  and  to  be  saved,  if  saved  afc 
all,  with  the  same  everlasting  salvation.  The  Chris- 
tian anxiously  extends  his  eye,  from  the  East  to  the 
West,  from  the  South  to  the  North.  He  beholds  mil- 
lions grovelling  in  ignorance,  in  sottishness  and  pollu- 
tion. But  no  matter  what  their  character,  or  what 
their  condition.  No  matter  how  deeply  sunk  in  stu- 
pidity and  in  sin.  No  matter  whether  burnt  by  a  me- 
ridian  sun,  or  dwarfed  beneath  the  ordinary  stature  of 
man,  by  the  cheerless  and  ungenial  climate  of  the 
North — he  hails  them  as  his  brethren;  as  the  objects 
of  his  chanty,  his  sympathy,  and  his  prayers. 

In  the  word  of  God,  and  no  where  else,  we  have 
the  'promise  of  the  life  which  now  is,  and  of  that  which 
is  to  come.  A  sacred  and  universal  obedience  to  the 
precepts  of  the  Gospel,  Do  good  to*  all  men;  love  those 
thai  hate  y on  and  despit  (fully  use  you,  would  stop  for- 
ever the  strides  of  ambition;  sheath  the  sworo;  and 
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shange  this  convulsed  and  distressed  world  into  the 
residence  of  love,  peace,  and  rejoicing.  The  spirit  of 
the  Gospel  will  change  it  into  such  a  residence;  fofi 
God  hath  promised  it.  Its  meliorating  influence  has 
already  been  extensively  experienced.  Wherever  the 
doctrines  of  salvation  have  been  taught  and  embraced, 
it  has  diffused  hope,  and  plenty,  and  gladness.  It  has 
broken  the  rod  of  the  oppressor;  set  the  captive  free; 
and  converted  nations  of  savages  into  civilized  men. 

But  Christianity  presents  us  with  other,  and  more 
durable  blessings.  She  rends  the  veil  which  intercepts 
futurity — she  banishes  the  fears  of  the  grave — she  lights 
our  passage  across  the  gulph  of  death;  and  beyond  it 
she  holds  up  a  recompense  of  reward. 

To  them  who  are  contentious  and  do  not  obey  the 
truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness — who  love  the  world, 
and  the  things  that  art  in  the  world — who  reject  the 
rich  mercy  of  God — who  trample  on  the  blood  of  the 
cross,  and  crucify  afresh  the  Savior  who  loved  them, 
and  died  to  redeem  them — she  threatens  indignation 
and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish.  Such  she  de- 
clares, shall  have  their  'portion  in  the  lake,  which  burn- 
etii with  fire  and  brimstone,  the  smoke  of  whose  lor-, 
went  ascendeth  up  forever  and  ever.  But  to  those, 
who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  seek  for 
glory,  honor,  and  immortality,  she  proffers  eternal  life. 

Having  Jought  the  good  fight  of  faith,  they  shall 
come  off  more  than  conquerors.  They  shall  restjrom 
their  labours,  and  their  works  shall  follow  them. 
Freed  from  the  pollutions  of  the  flesh,  and  having 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  they  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament,  and  as  stars  forever  and  ever.  Admitted 
fit  the  right  hand  of  God,  all  tears  shall  be  wiped 
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from  their  eyes.  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither 
thirst  any  more,  They  shall  worship  day  and  night 
in  his  temple.  Their  faculties  shall  be  continually  ex- 
panding and  expanding.  New  wonders  and  glories 
shall  be  continually  unfolding  to  them.  And  to  con- 
template and  admire  his  wisdom,  his  power,  and  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  his  grace;  and  to  render  honor, 
thanksgiving,  and  blessing  unto  Him,  who  sitteth  up- 
on the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  shall  be  their  em- 
ployment and  their  felicity,  during  the  ages  that 
never  end. 

The  subject  before  us  shows, 

1 .  The  greatness  ofth at  mercy,  which  has  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light. 

Deplorable  is  the  condition  of  man  without  revela- 
tion. He  has  no  solace  in  affliction;  no  support  in 
death;  and  beyond  it,  nothing  but  the  gloomy  pros- 
pect of  annihilation,  or  at  best  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  existence. 

With  infinite  justice  might  God  have  left  him  in 
this  state;  with  infinite  justice  might  he  have  consign- 
ed him  forever  to  the  blackness  of  darkness,  without 
the  least  hope  of  redemption.  The  law  which  he  had 
broken  was  holy,  just  and  good;  and  obedience  to  its 
precepts  would  have  secured  to  him  perfect  and  unin- 
terrupted felicity.  But  by  transgression,  he  incurred 
its  penalty,  the  everlasting  displeasure  of  God;  and  for 
his  transgression  he  could  make  no  atonement.  His 
tears  of  penitence,  had  they  equalled  the  drops  of  the 
ocean,  could  never  have  washed  away  his  guilt.  The 
law  demanded  an  infinite  sacrifice;  and  without  the 
blood  of  Christ,  there  could  have  been  no  remission. 
Immensely  important  is  this  subject  to  a  perishing 
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world!  And  immensely  valuable,  of  course,  is  that  vol- 
ume, in  which  it  is  revealed  to  us. 

2.  We  see  the  folly  and  stupidity  of  those  who  re- 
ject revelation. 

The  heavens,  it  is  true,  declare  the  glory  of  God} 
and  the  firmament  sheweth  his  handy  work.  But 
however  legible  to  the  good  man,  whose  heart  is  in 
obedience  to  his  law,  may  be  this  record  which  God 
hath  made  of  himself,  in  his  works,  it  will  not  be 
doubted,  that  unassisted  reason  has  ever  been  in  per- 
plexity respecting  her  duty;  and  has  sought  in  vain 
for  the  manner,  in  which  she  could  find  acceptance 
with  him.  While  she  perceives,  that  justice,  stern  and 
inflexible,  will  not  suffer  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail, 
the  trembling  sinner  looks  around  for  pardon  and  de- 
liverance, with  unavailing  solicitude.  No  voice  of 
mercy  salutes  him  from  the  heavens,  br  the  earth. 

Ye  despisers  of  revelation!  who  embrace  reason  as 
your  guide,  think  seriously  of  your  madness  and  stu- 
pidity. Will  you  attempt  to  feel  your  way  in  dark* 
ness,  while  day-light  is  within  your  reach?  or  to  ex- 
tinguish the  sun,  for  the  sake  of  wandering  by  a  rush- 
light? 

3.  We  learn  from  what  has  been  suggested  the 
unspeakable  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  God,  who  en- 
joy the  privileges  of  the  Gospel. 

Why  is  it  that  we  are  blessed  with  the  instructions 
of  this  sacred  volume?  that  pardon  and  salvation  are 
proffered  to  us,  while  multitudes  are  left  in  ignorance 
of  the  God  who  made  them,  and  of  Christ  who  died 
for  them?  Why  is  it,  that  the  bones  of  our  parents 
are  not  bleaching  the  plains  of  Hindostan,  and  that  we 
their  children,  like  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  that  ill- 
fated  region,  are  not  bowing  before  the  idol  of  Jugger- 
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naut,  or  perishing  beneath  his  chariot  wheels?  Is  it 
because  we  are  better  than  they?  By  nature,  we  are  all 
children  of  wrath.  There  is  none  that  doeth  good; 
no,  not  one.  It  is  because  God,  in  his  sovereign  mercy, 
hath  had  pity  on  us.  Evtn  so  Father,  for  so  it  seem- 
eth  good  in  thy  sight;  and  to  thy  name  be  the  glory. 

4.  The  subject  which  we  have  been  contemplating, 
teaches  its  our  obligations  and  our  encouragement  tor 
send  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen. 

Since  Christ  is  the  sinner's  only  hope,  and  the  doc- 
trines which  are  revealed  in  the  Bible,  and  no  where 
else,  are  essential  to  our  eternal  well  being,  on  what 
grounds  can  we  justify  ourselves,  should  we  make  no 
exertions  to  furnish  with  the  knowledge  of  these  doc- 
trines, those  that  are  perishing  through  want  of  them? 
What  object  has  stronger  claims  upon  our  benevo- 
lence than  that,  'with  which  is  connected  the  endless 
felicity  of  mankind?  Go  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature,  is  an  injunction  not  limited  to  the  first  mis- 
sionaries of  the  cross.  It  is  a  command  to  you,  to  me, 
and  to  every  Christian,  to  endeavor  by  his  preaching, 
by  his  prayers,  or  by  his  charity,  to  assist  in  the  glori- 
ous work  of  renovating  a  world.  And  who  are  these 
miserable  men  that  are  perishing  for  lack  of  vision? 
They  are  our  brethren;  the  offspring  of  the  same 
guilty  parents;  defiled  with  the  same  native  pollution; 
and  possessing  capacities  equally  susceptible  of  the  en- 
joyments of  heaven,  or  the  sufferings  of  hell.  Dare  we 
urge  as  an  excuse  for  our  neglect  of  them,  that  they 
are  savage,  that  they  are  cruel,  that  they  have  some- 
times persecuted  and  destroyed  those,  who  had  re- 
nounced the  dearest  enjoyments  of  life  for  their  sal- 
vation? 
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AfasJ  my  brethren,  bad  Christ  and  his  apostles  rea^ 
soned  and  acted  on  this  principle,  what  must  still  have 
been  the  condition  of  this  miserable  world?  How 
many  nations,  now  cheered  with  the  light  of  the  Sun 
of  righteousness,  would  have  been  yet  sitting  in  the  re- 
gion and  shadow  of  death?  And  what,  think  you, 
would  still  have  been  our  condition? 

Contemplate  again  the  situation  of  the  savages  of 
our  northern  and  western  wilderness;  of  the  islands  of 
the  seas;  of  the  nations  of  South  America;  of  the  nu- 
merous and  barbarous  tribes  of  Africa;  and  of  the 
wide  spreading  and  populous  regions  of  Asia.  Im- 
agine, for  a  moment,  millions  and  tens  of  millions  of  im- 
mortal beings  following  each  other,  generation  after  gen* 
eration,  to  the  judgment,  without  ever  once  having 
heard  of  the  Savior,  who  lived,  and  died,  and  rose  for 
our  salvation;  without  having  offered,  in  his  name,  one 
prayer  to  God,  and  without,  perhaps,  having  exercised 
one  act  of  love  which  can  entitle  them  to  his  accep- 
tance. Ignorant  of  heaven,  ignorant  of  their  duty, 
ignorant  of  the  worth  of  the  soul — Satan  binds  them 
in  his  chains,  and  the  darkness  of  spiritual  death  covers 
them. 

Where  is  the  Christian  who  regards  the  temporal 
felicity,  and  loves  the  souls  of  men,  whose  bowels 
yearn  not  with  compassion  towards  these  benighted 
children  of  humanity?  Where  is  the  man,  who  be- 
lieves there  is  a  heaven  and  a  hell,  and  hopes  for  an 
interest  in  the  redemption  which  the  blood  of  Christ 
hath  purchased,  that  would  exchange  his  condition  for 
theirs,  for  the  treasures  of  a  world? 

But  rejoice  ye  heavens!  and  break  forth  into  sing- 
ing, O  earth!  The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at, 
hand.     God  in  boundless  wisdom  and  mercy  is  hasten- 
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ing  on  the  mighty  purposes  of  his  government.  Though 
darkness  now  cover  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the 
people,  yet  the  Lord  will  arise  upon  them,  and  his 
glory  will  be  seen  upon  them. 

Yes,  his  glory  is  already  seen  upon  them. 

Portentous,  beyond  example,  are  the  times  in  which 
we  live.  While  God,  in  his  anger,  has  been  shaking 
mighty  nations,  dashing  them  against  each  other,  and 
humbling  the  pride  and  haughtiness  of  man;  never  has 
the  Christian  world,  before,  exhibited  such  an  union  of 
sentiment  and  desires,  of  prayers  and  exertions,  foi  the 
alleviation  of  human  suffering  and  for  the  extension  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  God  is  making  his  people 
wiling,  for  it  is  the  day  of  his  power.  Princes  are 
descending  from  their  thrones,  and  paying  their  hom- 
age at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  He  is  disposing  the  poor  to 
cast  their  mite,  and  the  rich  of  their  abundance,  into  his 
treasury.  He  is  sending  down  his  Spirit,  in  a  won- 
derful manner,  upon  churches  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  raising  up  and  qualifying  numbers  of 
young  men  for  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  and  to 
go  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  near, 
and  to  the  nations  that  are  afar  off. 

Youths  of  both  sexes,  with  hearts  glowing  with  the 
]ove  of  souls,  and  with  strong  confidence  in  the 
promises,  are  renouncing  the  comforts  of  civilized  so- 
ciety, bidding  farewell  forever  to  father  and  mother, 
to  sisters  and  brethren;  encountering  the  toils,  the 
sufferings,  the  self  denials,  of  a  missionary  life;  the 
dangers  of  sickly  and  untried  climates;  and  the  wiles 
and  devices  of  Satan's  empire,  that,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  they  may  redeem  miserable  pagans  from 
pollution  and  from  ruin. 
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In  the  regions  of  death  the  Sun  of  righteousness  is 
dawning,  and  ignorance  and  wretchedness  are  van- 
ishing at  his  approach.  On  the  coast  of  Labrador 
and  CatTraria,  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus  and  the 
Ganges,  is  heard  the  herald  of  salvation,  and  incense 
and  a  pure  offering  are  already  ascending  unto  God, 

From  the  sure  prophecy  of  God,  we  are  confi- 
dent that  the  work  which  is  begun,  he  will  gloriously 
accomplish;  that  on  the  Andes  and  on  the  Tibet 
shall  be  inscribed  holiness  to  the  Lord;  that  the  stu- 
pid Laplander,  the  sottish  Hindoo,  the  prowling  Arab? 
and  the  wandering  Tartar,  shall  awake  from  their 
spiritual  slumbers,  shake  off  their  chains,  and  exult 
in  the  liberty  with  which  Christ  shall  make  them 
free. 

Zion  will  yet  be  tossed  and  agitated,  and  afflicted; 
but  his  purposes,  God  in  his  own  time  will  accom- 
plish. The  kingdom  of  darkness  must  be  destroyed; 
for  he  hath  pledged  his  veracity  for  it. 

Will  you  ask,  0  ye  of  little  faith!  how  this  won- 
derful, this  amazing  revolution  is  to  be  effected?— It  is 
to  be  effected,  under  the  good  providence  of  Godt 
by  the  same  means,  by  which  it  has  been  com- 
menced— the  exertions  of  men. 

Associations  already  established  for  the  publication 
and  dissemination  of  the  Scriptures  in  foreign  Ian* 
guages3  and  for  furnishing  heathen  nations,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  missionaries,  with  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel; — such  associations  are  to  be 
strengthened  and  enlarged,  new  ones  formed,  and 
supported,  and  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  sincerity  are  to  come  with  their  counsel,  their 
prayers,  and  their  charities  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty. 
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Call  to  mind  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  the  success  of  those  exertions,  not- 
withstanding the  civil  commotions,  the  wars,  and  the 
awful  sufferings  of  this  period  —and  who  will  doubt 
that  the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  this  end  may 
be  provided,  however  numerous,  vast,  and  expensive 
they  may  be?  God  is  mighty  in  power,  wonderful  in 
counsel^  and  in  his  hands  are  the  hearts  and  treasures  of 
all  men. 

Let  the  nations,  who  call  themselves  Christian,  be 
awakened  to  this  subject,  and  exhibit  the  same  in- 
terest and  self  denial,  which  they  have  exhibited  in 
oontending  for  the  thrones  and  the  aggrandizement 
of  their  masters — let  their  princes,  their  mighty  men, 
and  their  rich  men  be  animated  with  the  same  zeal 
for  its  accomplishment,  and  make  the  same  sacri- 
fices and  exertions  which  they  have  made  in  building 
and  maintaining  navies;  and  in  raising,  equipping,  and 
supporting  armies,  to  harass,  to  oppress,  and  to  en- 
slave mankind — and  how  vastly  different  would  soon 
be  the  aspect  of  the  moral  world!  And  contrasted 
with  this  grand,  this  sublime,  this  amazing  purpose, 
the  regeneration  of  all  nations,  how  empty,  how  con- 
temptible are  the  objects,  for  which  the  world  has  been 
constantly  agitated;  and  for  which  multitudes,  in  every 
age,  have  fought,  and  suffered,  and  died! 

Behold,  my  brethren,  lifi  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on 
ihe  fields;  for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest. 

Who  is  there  among  you,  whom  God  hath  pros- 
pered, that  will  not  give  something  for  the  advance- 
ment of  such  a  cause?  Who  is  there  among  you, 
that  dare  remain  an  idle,  an  inactive  spectator,  and  be- 
hold, and  wonder,  and  perish? 


33 

5.     We  learn  from  this  subject  the  awful  consider* 
ation  of  perishing  with  the  word  of  life  in  oar  hands. 
It  will  be  of  no  consequence  to  us,  that  God  hath 
given  us  a  revelation,  should  we  in  the  end  be  found 
unreconciled  to  him.     Will  it  be  of  no  consequence, 
have  I  said? — yes,  it  will  be  of  infinite  consequence. 
Of  those  to  whom  much  is  given,  much  will  be  re- 
quired.     Unspeakably  more  tolerable  would  it  have 
been  for  us  to  have  been  born  and  died  in  the  cheer- 
less regions  of  Greenland,  or  in  the  dreary  deserts  of 
Africa,  where  pardon  and  eternal  life  have  never  been 
proffered,  than  to  be  found  at  last,  after  enjoying  the 
grace  of  God,   to  have  been  despisers  of  his  grace. 
The  condemnation  of  those,  who  perish  under  the  light 
of  the  Gospel,  must  be  aggravated,  beyond  conception. 
A  mere  speculative  belief  in  the  truth  of  revelation, 
and  an  assent  to  its  doctrines,  will  avail  us  nothing. 

Forget  not,  then,  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness.  Remember  that  without  holi- 
ness no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  And  may  God  in 
infinite  mercy,  give  you  that  repentance,  which  is  unto 
life,  and  make  you  wise  unto  salvation,  for  Jesus'  sake. 
Amen. 


.• 
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The  following  gentlemen  now  compose  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  The  names  of  mem- 
bers, residing  in  the  same  state,  are  arranged  according  to 
seniority. 

IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINS, 
Gzy.  HENRY  SEWALL. 
Rev.  JESSE  APPLETON,  D.  D.  President  of  Bosvdoin  Coilegj!. 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 
Hoy.  JOHN  LAX G DON,  Esq..  LL.  D. 
Rev.  SETH  PAYSON,  D.  D. 

IN  VERMONT, 
Ret.  HENRY  DAVIS,  D.  D.  President  of  Middlebury  College 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS  PROPER. 
Rev.  JOSEPH  LYMAN,  D.  D. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  SPRING,  D.  D. 
His  Hosor  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS,  Esq. 
WILLIAM  BARTLET,  Esq. 
Hov.  JOHN  HOOKER,  Esq.. 
Rev.  JEDIDIAH  MORSE,  D.  D 
Rev.  SAMUEL  WORCESTER,  D   D. 
JEREMIAH  EVARTS,  Esa. 

IN  CONNECTICUT 
Gex.  JEDIDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 
Hox.  JOHN  TREADWELL,  Esa.  LL.  D. 

Rev.  T1MOTY  D  WIGHT,  D.D.  LL.  D.  President  of  Yale  College 
Rev.  CALVIN  CHAPIN,  D.  D. 

IN  NEW  YORK, 
Hoy.  JOHN  JAY,  Esq..  LL.  D. 
Hoy.  EGBERT  BENSON,  Esa.  LL.  D. 
Hoy.  STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Esa 
Rev.  ALEXANDER  PROUDF1T,  D.  D. 
Rev.  ELIPHALET  NOTT,  D.D.  President  of  Union  College. 

IN  NEW  JERSEY, 
Hoy.  ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  Esq.  LL.  D. 
Rev.  ASHBEL  GREEN,  President  of  Princeton  College. 
Rev  SAMUEL  MILLER,  D.D.  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
„     Rev.  JAMES  RICHARDS,  D.  D.  [of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

™  IN  PENNSYLVANIA, 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Esa. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  is  to  be  lu  Id  at  Northampton,  (Mass.) 
on  Wednesday,  the  17lh  day  of  September,  1817.  The  Rev.  Jesse  Appleton, 
D.  D.  is  appointed  to  preach  the  annual  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sjpaiy^ 
11.  D.  is  appointed  his  substitute. 
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FOREIGN  MISSION  SOCIETIES, 

The  following  Societies  have  been  formed  as  auxiliary  to  the  American  Board  of. 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  all  of  them  have  already  contributed  to 
the  funds  of  the  Board. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Society  of  Boston  and  the  Vicinity.  Instituted  Dec.  18, 
1  811.     His  Honor  Willtam  Phillips,  Esq.  President. 

The  Merrimack  Branch  of  the  F.  M.  Society.  Inst.  Jan.  10,  1812.  Thomas 
M.  Clahk,  Esq.  Pres. 

The  F.  M.  S.  of  Salem  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  Jan.  1812.  The  Rev.  Samuel 
Worcester,  D.  D.  Pres. 

The  Piscataqua  Branch  of  the  F.  M.  S.  Inst.  Jan.  1812.  The  Hon.  John  Lang- 
box,  Esq.  Pres. 

The  F.  M.  S.  of  Portland  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  Jan  1812.  The  Hon.  Sam- 
uel Freeman,  Esq.  Pres. 

of  Bath  and  the  Vicinity.    Inst.  Feb.  12,  1812.    The  Rev.  William 

The'Saco  and  Biddeford  Branch  of  the  F.  M.  S  Inst.  Feb.  1812.  The  Rev.  Jon- 
athan  CogsWell,  Pres. 

The  F.  M.  S.  of  North  Yarmouth  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  Feb.  1812.  The  Rev-. 
Amasa  Smith,  Pres. 

of  Brunswick  and  Topsham.     Tr.st.  Feb.  26,  1812. 

of  Hallowell,  Augusta,  and  the  Vicinity,   lust.  Feb.  26,  1812.    The  Rev. 

Eliphalet  Gillet,  Pres. 

of  New  Haven  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  March  2, 1812.  The  Rev.  Timo- 
thy Dwight,  D.  D.  L.L.  D.  President  of  Yale  College,  Pres. 

— of  New  London  and  the  Vicinity.    Inst.  March  14,  1812.     Gen.  Jedi- 

iiah  Huntington,  Pres. 

— — - —  of  Northampton  and  the  neighboring  towns.  Inst.  March  31,  1812. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Lyman,  U.  D.  Pres. 

of  Springfield  and  the  neighboring  towns.     Inst.  April  21,  1812.     The 

Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.  D.  Pres. 

of  Norwich  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  May,  1812.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Strong., 

D.  D.  Pres. 

The  Religious  Charitable  Society  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  Inst.  May  20, 
1812.  The  Rev.  John  Crane,  D  I).  Pres.  This  Society  has  three  objects,  one 
of  which  is  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  Board. 

The  F.  M.  S.  of  Newark  and  the  Vicinity.  Inst.  1812.  Mr.  William  Wal- 
lace, Treasure?.    The  name  of  the  President  has  not  been  communicated  to  us, 

— of  Litchfield  County.     Inst.  1812.     His    Excellency  John   Cotton 

Smith,  Esq.  PJes. 

— of  Middlesex  County,  (Con.)  Inst.  1812.  The  Rev.  Elijah  Par- 
sons, Pres. 

of  the  Eastern  District  of  New  Haven  County.     Inst.  Oct.  1812.    The 

Rev.  John  Elliott,  Pres. 

of  the  Western  District  of  Fairfield  County.    Inst.  Oct.  1812.    The 

Rev.  Amzi  Lewis,  Pres. 

of  the  County  of  Franklin.    Inst.  1812.     Jerome  Ripley,  Esq.  Treat. 

The  name  of  the  President  has  not  been  communicated. 

of  Colchester,   (Con.)   and    the   Vicinity.     Inst.    1812.    Mr.  John  R, 

Watrous,  Treas.    The  name  of  the  President  has  not  been  communicated. 

-of  Ware,  (Mass.)  Inst.  1812.  No  officers  name  has  been  communi- 
cated. 

—  —  —  of  Falmouth,  (Me.)  Inst.  1812  or  1813.  Mr.  Humphrey  Merrill^ 
Treas. 

of  the  North  Association  of  Hartford  County.    Inst.  Feb.  4,  1813.  The 

Rev.  Nathan  Feu  kins,  D.  D.  Pres. 

of  Glastenbury,  (Con.)     Inst.  1813.    The  Rev.  William  Lockwoor, 

Pres. 

iu  Tolland  County.    Inst.  1813.    The  Rev.  Nathan  Williams,  D.  D 

Pres. 

of  MiddletoAvn,  (Con.)     Inst.  1813.    Richawd  Hubbard,  gsa.  Treat, 

of  Plympton  and  the  Yivinitv.    Inst.  1814.    The  Rev.  Elijah' Dex 

tsr,  Pres. 


o6 

The  F.  M.  S.  in  Windham  Countv,  (Con.)  Jonathan  Jennings,  Esq.  Trean, 
Inst.  1814. 

of  Marlborough,  and  Framingham,  (Mass.)    Mr.  Sajhjsl  Witt,  jun. 

Treas.    Inst.  18  J  5. 

—  —  —  of  Falmouth  and  Westbrook.    Inst.  1S15. 

■— of  Wiscasset  and  the  \  icinity.    Inst.  1815. 

— ■  — —  of  Cummington.     Inst.  1814. 

in  Phillips  Academy.     Inst.  1815. 

ol  Hardsvick,  (Mass.)    William  Cutler,  Esq.  Treas.  Inst  181G. 

FOREIGN  MISSION  SOCIETIES 

Have  been  formed  by  ladies  in  New-Haven,  New-London,  Wethersfield,  Frank- 
lin, Stratford,  South  Preston,  Plainfield,  Fairfield,  Greenwich,  Salisbury,  (Con.) 
Newark,  (N.  J)  Tyringham,  Plymouth,  Westfield,  Fitchburg,  South  Hadley, 
Sheffield,  New  Marlborough,  (Mass.)  Cornish,  (N.  H)  New  York,  Dur- 
ham, (N.  Y.)    Southold,  (L.  I.) 

CENT  SOCIETIES 

Have  been  formed  to  aid  the  Board,  in  Griswold,  Newington,  Wethersfield,  East 
Guilford,  Norwalk,  Somers,  East  Haven,  Middlebury,  Wallingford,  Woodbridge, 
Meriden,  Wrest  Haven,  (Con.)  Ware,  Rowley,  Worcester,  Winchendon,  Hard- 
wick,  Uxbridge,  Westford,  Dalton,  Pittsfield,  Westborough,  Dracut  and  Chelms- 
ford, Ipswich,  Windsor,  Bradford,  Lanesborough,  New-Marlborough,  Hop. 
kinton,  Lee,  (Mass.)  Arkport,  Durham,  Painted  Post,  Lisle,  (N.  Y.) 
Rindge,  Bath,  Stoddard,  Walpole,  JaffVey,  Antrim,  Lancaster,  (N.  H.)  Falmouth, 
Freeport,  Vassalborough,  Portland,  York,  Westbrook,  Scarborough,  (Me.)  Har- 
ford, Bridgewater,  (Penn.)  Shoreham,  Montpelier,  Marlborough,  Bridport,  Dor- 
set, Halifax,  Wilmington,  Essex,  Woodstock,  Wanlsborough,  Concord,  Ludlow, 
Richmond,  St.  Albans,  Westford,  Addison,  Benson,  Rupert,  New  Fane,  (Ver.) 
Hanover,  Rockaway,  (N.  J.) 

OTHER  ASSOCIATIONS, 

Under  different  names,  have  been  formed  by  Ladies,  and  have  contributed  to  the 
funds  of  the  Board,  in  the  following  places,  viz.  New  Canaan,  Farrnington,  Glas- 
tenbury,  Montville,  West  Greenwich,  (Con)  Braintree,  Weymouth,  Wrentham, 
New  Bedford,  Dartmouth,  Fairhaven,  Great  Barrington,  Pittsfield,  Williasnstown, 
Sheffield,  Danvers,  West  Boylston,  Cummington,  Long  Meadow,  Bridgewater, 
Plympton,  Wareham,Hingham,  Boylston,  Salem,  Manchester,  Hadley,  Rochester, 
Boston,  (Mass  )  Franklin,  (Delaware  County,)  Sherburne,  Norwich,  South  Salem, 
Potsdam,  Conhocton,  (N.  Y.)  Windsor,  Westminster,  (Ver.)  Augusta,  (Maine.) 
New  Ipswich,  Hampstead,  Rindge,  Milford,  Pelham,  (N.  H.)  Orange,  (N.  J.) 
Tallmadge,  (Ohio.) 


A  very  Cheap  Book. 

SAMUEL  T  ARMSTRONG  has  for  sale, neatly  done 
up  in  boards  and  cut,  the  MINOR  PANOPLIST  for  1810, 
containing  a  great  variety  of  interesting  matter;  among 
others,  uThe  Doctrines  of  the  Gospel  explained  and  de- 
fended;1 by  N  Webster,  Esq.  gyThe  volume  contains 
392  large  pages,  besides  a  title  page  and  index,  and  it  is 
probablv  cheaper  than  any  other  book  for  sale,  either  for 
distribution  or  family  use.  Price  only  50  cents!  single;  or 
$5,00  per  dozen;  «jr$  about  one  half  the  actual  cost 

64 Lord's  History  of  Missions" 

Int  1813,  was  published  by  SAMUEL  T.  ARMSTRONG, 
A  Compendious  History  of  the  Principal  Protestant  Mis- 
sions to  the  Heathen,  selected  and  compiled  from  the  best 
authorities;  by  E  Lord,  of  Andover  College.  2  vols.  12mo. 
containing  644  pages,  price  $&$5, 

fy  About  1300  copies  of  this  work  (out  of  2000  printed) 
remain  on  the  publisher's  hands:  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
these,  he  now  offers  for  sale  to  Societies  or  Individuals  for 
One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents  a  set,  which  is  seven  cents 
less  than  the  cost.  No  objection  will  be  made  to  allowing 
a  credit;  the  intention  is  to  circulate  them  in  some  way  soon 
if  possible. 

■■  <* 

The  Third  Volume  of  Scott's  Bible, 

CONTAINING 

THE  PSALMS,  PROVERBS,  ECCLESIASTES,  AND 
SONG   OF    SOLOMON, 

Will  be  published  and  ready  for  delivery  about  the  15th 
of  December.  Subscribers  and  agents  will  please  to  send 
for  their  books  in  the  course  of  the  month  if  convenient. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  respectable  Physician  in  a 

distant  place  who  takes  ten  copies,  dated  Nov.  11,1816. 
s\Dear  Sir,— -All  the  Bibles  were  received  according  to  my 
"direction,  and  in  excellent  order.     It  is  no  more  than  jus- 
tice for  me  to  acknowledge,  that  my  utmostexpectations  in 
"regard  to  the  quality  of  your  edition  are  gratified.    N.  N." 

BOOKS  are  for  sale,  and  PRINTING  is  executed  on 
usual  terms  at  No.  50  Cornhill,  Boston.     Orders  solicited- 


